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2020-21 Winter Holidays 
Around the World 

 
Nov 14  Diwali 
Dec 6   St. Nicholas Day 
Dec 10-18  Hanukkah 
Dec 12  Fiesta of Our Lady of Guadalupe 
Dec 13  St. Lucia Day 
Dec 16-24  Las Posades 
Dec 21  Winter Solstice/Yule 
Dec 25  Christmas 
Dec 26  Boxing Day 
Dec 26-Jan 1  Kwanzaa 
Dec 31  Hogmanay/New Year’s Eve/
  Omisoka  
Jan 6   Three Kings Day/Epiphany 
Feb 12  Lunar New Year 
Feb 16  Mardi Gras 

Season’s greetings, Orca families! 
 
Winter is approaching along with many different holidays that are celebrated all around the world.  
Meredith Hill is a diverse school community.  We have at least 25 different home languages     
represented by our 411 students. 

Holidays have special meanings and ways of celebrating.  Learning about different cultural traditions helps us 
understand and appreciate each other’s cultures.  We can also discover that our celebrations have things in 
common.  Holiday celebrations often include getting together with family and friends, enjoying special foods 
or menus, playing games, sharing gifts, singing songs, and storytelling. 

You’re invited to celebrate with us as we spotlight different winter holidays over the next two issues.   

WINTER CELEBRATIONS 

Diwali is a festival of lights,      
usually lasting five days.  It is one of 
the major festivals celebrated by    
Hindus, Jains, and Sikhs and         
symbolizes the spiritual victory of 
light over darkness, good over evil, 
and knowledge over ignorance.   

 

St. Nicholas Day is a holiday 
mostly celebrated in Europe.             
St.  Nicholas was a Christian bishop 
who helped the needy.  Traditions   
include children putting shoes outside 
their door at night for “St. Nicholas” to 
fill with treats or gifts. 

 

Hanukkah is also known as the 
Jewish Festival of Lights, lasting 
eight days.  It symbolizes victories of 
those who keep their faith over a 
powerful enemy.  Oil is an important 
symbol with the tradition.  A story 
tells the miracle of having what 

looked like only enough oil to light a lamp for one 
night lasting for eight nights.  Traditional foods       
include latkes and jelly donuts which are fried in oil.  
This holiday celebrates finding light in darkness,    
facing adversity, and fighting for what you believe in. 
 

Fiesta of Our Lady of  
Guadalupe is a celebration that 
commemorates the appearance of the 
Virgin Mary to a peasant near Mexico 
City to request that a shrine be built in 
her name.  Tradition says that an image 
of her likeness was later miraculously 
imprinted on his cloak.  This is         
traditionally a Mexican holiday and    
includes celebrating religious and       
cultural identities. 

ST. Lucia Day is a 
Christian festival of  lights 
celebrated primarily in    
Sweden and Norway.  The 
celebration includes a       
procession of girls led by a 
girl dressed in a white robe 
with a crown of lights in her 
hair.  This symbolizes the  

story of a young woman who, dressed in a similar 
way, delivered baked treats to neighboring farms 
on the night of December 13th. 
 

LAS POSADES is a nine-day 
Christian festival celebrated   
primarily in Mexico, Central 
America, and parts of the United 
States.  It honors Mary and     
Joseph’s journey from Nazareth 
to Bethlehem where Jesus was 
born.  Traditions include a     
procession going house to house, seeking shelter 
like Mary and Joseph did.  The celebration begins 
when a household finally lets them in.  A fun     
activity  includes trying to break open a star-shaped 
piñata loaded with goodies inside.   

Clipart used in this newsletter is from http://clipart-library.com and https://publicdomainvectors.org; photo is from pikist.com 

 
Stayed tuned for information 
about more December holidays 
in our next issue. 


